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Case History - Queensland, Australia  

solutions made simple  

 

 
PCP Run Life Extended Exponentially  

An operator in Queensland, Australia that utilizes progressing cavity pumps to dewater coal seam gas wells was 
having trouble with many wells not being able to be re-started after they were shut down for routine maintenance. 
This failure was driven by large amounts of solids and sand accumulation on the pump discharge. To remediate the 
system, a rig must be mobilized to perform a �lush-by before the PCP could be restarted. This was forcing the 
operator to re-evaluate the economics of the project due to the large expense of contracting a �lush-by �leet and 
keep the wells online.  

In search of an alternative solution, the operator opted to trial a Pressure Actuated Relief Valve (PAR ValveTM) 
from Production Tool Solution on one of their most challenging wells that had previously not run longer than 1 
day. By default, the PAR Valve keeps the annulus and tubing isolated during normal pumping operations. Upon 
shut down, the hydrostatic head in the tubing string forces an actuator to open a communication path thereby 
diverting all solids and sand back to the annulus.  

The PAR Valve was installed into the well and upon commissioning, the valve was successful in diverting all solids 
and sand away from the pump during routine shut downs. The well had previously not had a run life longer than 1 
day has now been operating for more than 1.5 years at the time of this report. 

The success of the �irst PAR Valve drove the operator to trial an additional 50 
systems before then writing the valve into the standard operating procedure for all 
dirty wells. This operator has installed more than over 3000 valves to date and 
continues to improve run life and eliminate �lush-by and workover costs.  

Solutions on Sand Control or more information on the Pressure Actuated Relief Valve 
by Production Tool Solution, please contact your local PTS representative or visit 
www.ptsprotects.com 

 


